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=& and eneray of mind, whereby one may

cTerTTTToe

mount fo honor:

It is also an emblem of fame. This beautiful
horge of mytholoay is not an unugual gymbol in
heraldry and is used offen as a crest.
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= he Dragon is one of the mos! common mylhical beasls in heraldry. It is depicted
Vi) || as a huae fire-breathing replile with the claws of an eagle, fhe fail of a Serpent,
=l and wings like a bat. If is covered in scales and hag a barbed fonque. In
modern heraldry, qreal differences can be found in {he way their ears are drawn, and in
almos! all modern representafions the fail is barbed, fhouah the draaons of the Tudor period

in Erglancf invariably had smooth fails. If blagonecf as a gﬁinege cﬁ*agon, then no wingg are
shown.

| raqons were perceivecf as powerful, profective, and’ fear,sorpe, and’ 1ﬁey were
3 | valued for their warlike qualities. They were offen profectors of a freasure, and
ed|from this Ihey can be symbolic of a mos! valiant defender. "I'hey were algo
sometimes ferrorisers of the people, symbols of safanic evil. One of the highest achievements
of a hero in medieval leaend was Ihe slaying of a dragon, a8 in ihe sory of Bi. Georae,
where {he viclory over Ihe draaon, was a symbolic victory of Christianity. Thus the dragon

a8 a heraldic charae may sianify the faith, sfrenath and selflegs courage needed fo battle the
overwﬁelrpingly powerful, and evil d?a\qon.
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~) he unicorn i8 a mythical beas!, gaid fo be famous for if's virfue, couraae and
)| trenath. Iis horn wag believed fo be a powerful anfidofe aqainst poigon.

s—=al) [ccording 1o leaend, fhe unicorn could only be captured if a maiden was placed
near a locafion fhe animal frequenfed. It would sense her purily and lay ifs head in her lap.
During the middle ages, this was faken as an alleaory of (hrisl's reincarnation, with the
unicorn representing gﬁri(si and the maiden, his mother. anicorng Bymbolize purity, elegance
and charm. dp until the [Z1h cenfury unicorng were believed 1o be real animals, in parf due
Ihe existence of 'real” unicorns’ horng, which have gince been recoanied as having been
narwhale fusks. The heraldic unicorn has fhe body of a horge, {he fail of a heraldic lion and
the leqs and feet of a deer. T'hig beautilul symbol ig a popular one in ﬁerald?‘y.
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 yvern or wivern are mythical beasts with the upper part
iof a draaon, wo leqg and a bon thal curves info the
fail of a gerpent. It is usually depicted resfing on if8
legs and tail, or just on the curve of ifg fail with its leqs in fhe air
in a rampant posifion. The wyvern was supposed fo have a keen
sense of giahf, which enabled if fo quard freagures. The bearer of
(hig symbol may have been a keen defender, or was fhought fo have

glain a wyvern. Tf[yvem;s. like (fragong. have fhe ability fo breathe
fire and can algo be drawn vomifing ﬂan?eg.
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W riffing are myhical creafures, with {he <

) )| head. winag and falons of an eagle
=—===4and Ihe body and hind leqs of a lion.

It is tﬁug composed of the mos! royal of fhe

birds and fhe beasts. T'he qriffin wag thouaht fo {X

find and quard mines of aold and hidden N
freagures. It i8 a principal device in Herald?y, ’k
sianifying valor, sfrenafh, viajlance, and &
perSeverance. S
K

The symbolism of {he ariffin was described by
Hlexander 12igbel in his Pystem of Beraldry
(IZ22) tranglated from Tialin as; "The qriffin
repregents wisdom joined fo forfitude, buf wisdom
should lead, and forfilude follow!” A distinclive
feature of the qriffin i that it has ears, which are

larae and sfand up from ils head. This is the
only feature that differentiales a qriffin's head
from an eaqle's. T'he qriffin can be found in all
fhe heraldic positions (seqreant, passant, sejant
efc.). A male qriffin, for some reason, does nof
have wingg: ingfead if i8 adorned with spikes af £
various points. T'he male ariffin i8 a much rarer
heraldic cﬁarge tﬁan 1ﬁe wnrgecf fen?ale
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bow and arrow is called Bagjltarius. Bolh
the gagiﬂariu/s and the cenfaur are quife
common in heraldry 17\mg ﬂiepﬁen i8 said
fo have assumed fhe symbol of gagih‘ariu(s
because the sun wag in that siqn when he

N—

ascended the throne. "T'he cenfaur is a
symbol of virility and one who has been

J

eminent in fhe field of battle.
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