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Y =22 ions have always held a high place in heraldry a8 fhe emblem of
‘ ‘ dealhless courage, and, hence, that of a valiant warrior. If ig said fo

===/ be a lively image of a good /sold/ier, who must be "valiant in courage,
sironq of body. polific in council and a foe fo fear’

Throuah the somewhat dubious leaend of their compassion, lions also came fo

symbolize gﬁri/sl‘. ﬁs one n?ecﬁeval author aggerfed, "they prey on men rather
than women, and Ihey do not kill children except when they are very hunary’

The lion, with guch repufe of if8 noble nafure and having fhe position and fifle of

Ring of Ihe beasls, i8 nalurally one of fhe mos! common heraldic gymbols on fhe
confinent of Flurope. "T'he winaed lion i fhe emblem of i TLark
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& | erpents are an emblem of wisdom and
) defiance. Due fo fhe shedding of ifs skin, if
=i can algo be a symbol of rebirlh and ferfilily.

In Ireland, the serpent may be used a8 an emblem of

ﬁt alrick, an asgocialion derived from fhe legenc( of

5%1. Patrick clearing Treland of 8nakes. gerpentg also
repregent Rnowledée.
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